

Case Bill Strips Secrecy 


From Radio Free Europe 
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SA. Clifford P. Case (R. 


N.J.) announced yesterday 
that he will Introduce legisla- 
tion Monday to bring Radio 
Free Europe and Radio Lib- 
erty under congressional scru- 
tiny by substituting direct ap- 
propriations for secret fund- 
ing of the two organizations. 

The bill would provide an 
Initial $3D million grant to the 
two stations, nominally run by 
private groups but widely 
known to be principally bank- 
rolled by the Central Intelli- 
gence Agency. Case said his 
bill, which would amend the 
U.S. Information and Educa- 
tional Exchange Act of 1948, 
would prohibit the use of any 
other government funds for 
the two stations. 

“During the last 20 years,** 
Case said, “several hundred 
million dollars In U.S. govern- 
ment funds have been ex- 
pended from secret CIA budg- 
ets to pay almost totally for 
the costs of these two radio 
stations broadcasting to East- 
ern Europe.** He added: 

*Tn the last fiscal year 
alone, over $30,000,000 was 
provided by CIA as a direct 
government subsidy; yet at no 
time was Congress asked or 
' permitted to carry out its tra- 
ditional constitutional role of 
approving the expenditure.** 

Both Radio Free Europe and 
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Radio Liberty attempt to raise 
funds from corporations and 
foundations, Case said, but the 
bulk of their operating budg- 
ets come from direct CIA sub- 
sidies although the “justifica- 
tion for covert funding has 
lessened over the years.’* 



